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Solitude	Suite	is	a	set	of	3	pieces	for	solo	guitar	that	were	all	written
at	various	times	during	the	2020	COVID-19	quarantine.	They
originally	began	as	sketches	for	miniatures	and	compositional
exercises,	but	eventually	these	particular	pieces	grew	into	something
more.	The	suite	draws	on	influences	from	jazz	chordal	structures,
harmonies,	and	voice	leading,	specifically	in	Evenfall	and	Daybreak.

As	the	suite	began	to	take	shape,	I	imagined	it	as	a	retelling	of	my
experience	and	perhaps,	maybe	many	others	experiences	with
quarantine,	synonymous	with	the	stages	of	the	day.	Evenfall	is	light
and	waltz	like,	capturing	the	sunset	in	its	warmness	and	perpetual
downward	motion.	I	like	to	think	of	it	as	bright	and	sparkling,	before
the	close	of	day.	In	contrast,	Solitude	explores	darker	themes	of	the
night	and	the	quiet	reflection	that	comes	with	it.	Based	around	static
harmonies	and	climbing	lines,	the	piece	is	very	minimal	yet	evokes
lingering	shadows	and	silhouettes.	Daybreak	is	the	return	of	the	light
after	the	dark;	the	beginning	of	hope.	This	piece	brings	back	the
warm,	chordal	harmonies	and	is	reminiscent	of	the	quiet	at	the	start
of	the	day	that	gradually	grows	into	more.

The	movements	of	Solitude	Suite	may	be	performed	as	stand	alone
pieces,	though	the	full	story	unfolds	when	they	are	heard	together.	
	

																																																																																								-Alicia	Castillo	

Notes	
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